


The HENVINET Meta Database (MDB) is available for 
you to search for existing decision support tools related 
to broad or specific risk assessment methods. A set of 
descriptors complements free text, and simplifies your 
search for suitable practical approaches to your environ-
mental health problem.

Thematic Areas:
The following aspects are described in the DSTs: sources 
of stressors, population behaviour, dispersion processes, 
exposure of population, intake, fate of compounds in the 
body, health end points.

Types of stressors:
The major categories of environmental stressors consid-
ered in the DSTs where most frequent types are:  
Behavioural, Biological, Chemical, and Physical.

Specific Stressors:
Relatively detailed categories of stressors as identified 
in Environment & Health literature, such as: Ozone, Par-
ticulate Matter, Pesticides, Pharmaceuticals, Radon and 
Sulphates.

Evaluation Criterias:
Six criterias that HENVINET partners selected to give a 
synthetic but meaningful idea of DST usability. These 
are: user friendliness, causal chain approach coverage, 
robustness, user application history, applicability and 
uncertainty.

Each criterion is assigned three qualitative scores. 

MDB functionalities
The HENVINET MDB offers the following functionalities: add 
information on new tools, searching info on available DSTs, 
provide reviews and comments.

Adding a DST:
In order to upload a DST, registration is required. An online 
General Guideline is provided for new users.  

Editing an existing DST:
Only the provider of the given DST is allowed to edit the 
already uploaded info. 

Review and comment
Each DST has a free text space for providing comments of any 
kind that can contribute to the improvement of the tool or to 
improve the description within the database.

Search engine:
Two search options are available:

1) Free text search by using keywords of your interest.

2) Advanced search by different categories, which is fixed. 
Choose several keywords within one category by holding 
down the Ctrl button.

Usage of the DSTs
HENVINET Decision Support Tools can be used in a vari-
ety of decision making contexts, from the basic every day 
actions of health professionals dealing with issues raised 
by environmental stressors, to strategic long term planning 
of actions and policies at various administrative levels  
(European, National, Regional, Urban). 

Decision Making Areas:

HENVINET DSTs recognise at least the following decision 
making contexts: Agriculture, Air Quality Management, 
Food Quality, Land Use, Mobility and Transport, Public 
Health, Urban Planning, Waste Management, Water 
Resources Management.

DSTs expected users
Four major categories of potential users of HENVINET 
DSTs have been identified: Administrators, Environment 
Professionals, Health Professionals, Researchers. 

Other aspects of DSTs usage
The MDB also provides information on three relevant 
issues in the ‘usability’ of HENVINET DSTs: details on how 
it was used in the past, the ways in which the uncertainty 
has been tackled, and the requirements needed for data 
input.


